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Notes:Formerly Listed As:Whipping Stone (on south side of approach road to church)
Location:At southside of a path leading from the main street of the village to Llanrhidian parish
church. The stone in set in a hollow in a natural rock outcrop.
History:This appears to replace a preaching cross depicted on a map of 1798. This open
central part of the village was known as The Cross, and fairs were held here.
Sufficient remains of the head to show this stone was probably intended for a Celtic
cross. It is, however, of a type of stone unsuited to carving, the local red sandstone
conglomerate of Cefn Bryn. Its former location is unknown but it is though to have
been re-erected in its present position in c1820. Whatever the purpose of its reerection, it was stated in 1886 that the stone had been used as a village pilloty
‘within living memory’. Perforated iron inserts were set into the stone at each edge,
and have been explained as points to which an offender could be chained. They are
too slight and placed too high to have been for tethering animals. Pillories were
abolished for most offences in 1816, before the erection of this stone, but for the
offences of perjury and subornation they were permitted to remain until 1837.
Exterior:A stone measuring above 2m in height, about 1.1m wide by 0.2m thick, the rear face
is slightly rounded and the remains of the cross wheel-head are flush on that side;
the cross was evidently intended to be seen from one side only in its original
location. The stone is now set in a cleft at the top of a small natural limest one
outcrop.
Listed:The stem of a possible Celtic cross brought from another location, remarkably
reused as a pillory at a very late date when such punishments were generally illegal.
Reference:B Morris, The Stones on Llanrhidian Green, Gower XXII (1971) pp. 10-13
Archaeologia Cambrensis 1886 p. 335
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